
Reading Area Water Authority 

marks five years of 

Source Water Protection 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ DƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǇ 
is Good for the Creek! 



Reading Area Water Authority 
ÅProvides water to 125,000 residents in 

and around the City of Reading 
 
ÅSource water supply is Lake 

Ontelaunee, located north of Reading 
 
ÅCompleted a Source Water Protection 

Plan in 2007 
 
ÅLake Ontelaunee included on 
tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ олоόŘύ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ 
water bodies 
 
ÅLake Ontelaunee Total Maximum Daily 

Load (TMDL) completed in 2004 



AWWA EXEMPLARY SWP AWARD 
RAWA recently awarded the 2013 American Water Works Association 

Exemplary Source Water Protection Award for large water systems 

 
Previous award winners: 
ÅBoston, MA (2010) 
ÅWilmington, DE (2011) 
ÅPortland, ME (2012) 

 
Award Criteria: 
ÅVision 
ÅSource water characterization 
ÅGoals 
ÅAction plan 
ÅImplementation 
ÅEvaluation and revision 

 
 

 

AWARDED TO 

Reading Area Water Authority  
For developing and implementing an exemplary source water protection program.  

Designated March, 2013 

AMERICAN WATER WORKS ASSOCIATION 
2013 EXEMPLARY SOURCE WATER PROTECTION AWARD 

 



ÅImportance of Source Water Protection 

 

ÅSteering committee will help with 
development of formal Vision 

 

ÅImplementation of Management Strategies 

 

ÅConnection between watershed residents 
and service area 

 

ÅTeam approach to Source Water Protection 

w!²!Ωǎ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ 



SOURCE WATER PROTECTION PLAN 
 

Plan Development 
ÅReceived $190,000+ grant from the PA DEP 

in May 2004 

ÅApproved by PA DEP in September 2007 

 

5-Year Plan Update 
ÅReview of management options 

ÅNew steering committee 

ÅRevise key components of plan 

ÅDevelop a formal SWP vision 

RAWA Management Strategies 



TIME-OF-TRAVEL STUDY 
 

Surface Water Sources 
ÅLake Ontelaunee intake 
ÅEmergency Intake 

 
Protection Zones 
ÅZone A 
Å5 hour time-of-travel 
Å63 square miles 

ÅZone B 
Å25 hour time-of-travel 
Å153 square miles 

Watershed Delineation Process 



WATERSHED PROTECTION 
 
ÅLand preservation 

 
ÅReforestation 

 
ÅLitter control 

 
ÅLake eutrophication / algae control 

 
ÅInvasive plant control on project farms 

 
ÅGoose population control 

RAWA Daily Operations 



Management Strategies  

WATER SUPPLY AREA SIGNS 
 
Å13 signs placed on state roads entering the 

watershed 
 
Å6 signs placed on township roads 
 
ÅPartially funded by a grant from the Water 

Resources Education Network 



LAKE ONTELAUNEE DREDGING PLANNING 
 
ÅRemove sediment from upper neck of lake 
 
ÅIncrease lake capacity and reduce flood possibility 
 
ÅEstimated project cost = $2,000,000 

 
ÅDredged material may qualify for beneficial reuse 

 
ÅPreliminary engineering evaluation for sediment 

diversion structures 

Management Strategies 

Photo courtesy of Dredge America 



Management Strategies  

EDUCATION 
 

Educational Brochures 
ÅStream buffer brochure 
ÅSWP brochures 

 
In Progress 
ÅPublic Education 
ÅReading Area High School 
ÅReading School District I-Lead Charter 

School 
ÅKutztown University 
ÅBiology Department student volunteers 

Å{²t ǇŀƎŜ ƻƴ w!²! ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ Χ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴΗ 



Management Strategies    

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
 
Cooperation with Emergency Management  
ÅBerks County Emergency Services 
ÅLehigh County Emergency Services 
ÅLocal Emergency Planning Committee 

 
Participation in the Delaware Valley Early Warning System 
ÅDVEWS administered by the Philadelphia Water Department 
ÅWater utilities share information and emergency event 

notifications in the Schuylkill River Watershed 


