
Pennsylvanians	
  Against	
  Fracking	
  is	
  working	
  with	
  our	
  partners	
  in	
  the	
  agricultural	
  
community	
  to	
  collect	
  signatures	
  for	
  a	
  letter	
  to	
  Governor	
  Tom	
  Wolf	
  calling	
  on	
  
him	
  to	
  stop	
  fracking	
  and	
  lead	
  the	
  transition	
  to	
  sustainable	
  energy.	
  Highlights	
  of	
  
the	
  letter	
  are	
  below.	
  We	
  hope	
  you’ll	
  sign	
  on,	
  but	
  if	
  you	
  prefer	
  to	
  read	
  the	
  full	
  
letter,	
  please	
  visit	
  http://bit.ly/agletter.	
  	
  

Dear	
  Governor	
  Wolf,	
  

We,	
  the	
  concerned	
  farmers	
  of	
  Pennsylvania,	
  begin	
  this	
  letter	
  with	
  both	
  hope	
  and	
  fear.	
  Our	
  hopes	
  are	
  that	
  you	
  will	
  read	
  
the	
  following	
  with	
  careful	
  consideration	
  and	
  that	
  our	
  heartfelt	
  sentiments	
  will	
  reach	
  you.	
  Our	
  fears	
  are	
  for	
  our	
  way	
  of	
  
life,	
  which	
  many	
  of	
  us	
  find	
  to	
  be	
  balancing	
  precariously	
  in	
  the	
  face	
  of	
  destructive	
  activities	
  like	
  hydraulic	
  fracturing	
  and	
  
the	
  looming	
  threat	
  of	
  climate	
  change.	
  It	
  is	
  hard	
  not	
  to	
  feel	
  like	
  the	
  odds	
  are	
  stacked	
  against	
  us	
  -­‐with	
  the	
  scale	
  of	
  gas	
  
development	
  and	
  its	
  swiftness	
  in	
  encompassing	
  our	
  communities.	
  Faced	
  with	
  big	
  industries	
  with	
  deep	
  pockets	
  as	
  
unwelcome	
  neighbors,	
  moving	
  in	
  whether	
  you	
  have	
  leased	
  your	
  land	
  or	
  not	
  there	
  seems	
  to	
  be	
  little	
  we	
  can	
  do.	
  With	
  that	
  
in	
  mind	
  we	
  are	
  turning	
  to	
  our	
  government,	
  again	
  with	
  the	
  hope	
  that	
  our	
  voices	
  do	
  matter,	
  that	
  our	
  concerns	
  will	
  be	
  
taken	
  seriously	
  and	
  our	
  Governor	
  will	
  prove	
  himself	
  to	
  be	
  for	
  the	
  people.	
  	
  

Ø Air	
  Quality	
  –	
  studies	
  have	
  found	
  44	
  hazardous	
  chemicals	
  in	
  the	
  air,	
  many	
  of	
  which	
  cause	
  cancer	
  and	
  damage	
  to	
  
the	
  brain,	
  nervous	
  system	
  lungs,	
  kidneys,	
  cardiovascular	
  system,	
  endocrine	
  system,	
  genes,	
  liver,	
  immune	
  
system,	
  skin,	
  eyes	
  and	
  other	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  body.	
  	
  

Ø Water	
  Quality	
  -­‐	
  For	
  a	
  farmer,	
  clean	
  water	
  is	
  the	
  basic	
  necessity.	
  However,	
  with	
  the	
  fracking	
  we	
  have	
  seen	
  
known	
  carcinogens	
  injected	
  through	
  our	
  aquifers	
  or	
  sitting	
  in	
  frack	
  ponds.	
  Known	
  endocrine	
  disruptors	
  make	
  up	
  
around	
  40%	
  of	
  the	
  chemicals	
  added	
  to	
  fracking	
  fluids.	
  Leaks,	
  spills,	
  and	
  unintended	
  releases	
  are	
  abundant.	
  	
  

Ø Business	
  Concerns	
  -­‐	
  Farmers	
  who	
  are	
  certified	
  organic	
  face	
  the	
  loss	
  of	
  their	
  market	
  and	
  their	
  certifications	
  when	
  
toxic	
  industries	
  move	
  in	
  next	
  door.	
  	
  

Ø Climate	
  Change	
  -­‐	
  Hydraulic	
  fracturing	
  is	
  causing	
  problems	
  to	
  farmers	
  every	
  day,	
  but	
  as	
  a	
  major	
  contributor	
  to	
  
climate	
  change	
  the	
  natural	
  gas	
  industry	
  is	
  leading	
  us	
  even	
  further	
  into	
  a	
  climate	
  crisis	
  where	
  the	
  farmer	
  will	
  be	
  
the	
  first	
  to	
  feel	
  the	
  effects.	
  	
  

Ø Health	
  impacts,	
  present	
  now	
  and	
  yet	
  to	
  come	
  -­‐	
  Farmers	
  living	
  near	
  well	
  sites	
  (as	
  well	
  as	
  many	
  others	
  in	
  rural	
  gas	
  
fields	
  that	
  have	
  sprung	
  up	
  around	
  their	
  homes)	
  are	
  suffering	
  right	
  now	
  from	
  health	
  impacts	
  almost	
  too	
  
numerous	
  to	
  mention.	
  	
  

Governor	
  Wolf	
  -­‐	
  we,	
  the	
  farmers	
  of	
  Pennsylvania,	
  are	
  asking	
  you	
  to	
  show	
  your	
  good	
  judgment	
  and	
  commitment	
  to	
  the	
  
well-­‐being	
  of	
  Pennsylvanian	
  citizens	
  and	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  facts.	
  Stop	
  the	
  drilling!	
  Bring	
  in	
  jobs	
  for	
  clean	
  energy	
  solutions,	
  stop	
  
the	
  cycle	
  of	
  fossil	
  fuel	
  consumption.	
  

Sincerely,	
  

Name	
  of	
  farm	
  or	
  business:	
  ___________________________	
  	
   Contact	
  person:	
  ___________________________	
  	
  

Address:	
  _________________________________________	
   Phone:	
   	
   	
  ___________________________	
  

Email:	
   	
  __________________________________________	
   Type	
  of	
  business:	
  __________________________	
  

	
  

Questions	
  or	
  comments?	
  Contact	
  Pennsylvanians	
  Against	
  Fracking	
  at	
  ajones@fwwlocal.org	
  


