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• A non-profit organization committed to protecting and restoring the 
natural resources of the Perkiomen Creek Watershed 

• Award-winning education programs and restoration projects, encouraging 
members of the community to develop meaningful connections to their 
local environment 



What is a Rain Barrel?  

• Container that collects and stores  
rain water for outdoor use 

• Benefits:  

– Save $$$ 

– Reduce flooding 

– Conserve water  

– Use ‘soft’ water for plants 

– Manage stormwater! 

 
http://www.cityofbremerton.com/content/sw_makeyourownrainbarrel.html 



Making Your Own Rain Barrel: 
Gathering Supplies  

Recycled Parts: 
 

Food-grade Barrel  
(55 gallons) 
Ours were donated by a Coca-Cola Plant 
 
 
 

Window Screening 
(Mosquito prevention for inflow) 
 



Lowe’s  
(or other home improvement store)  

Inflow: 

 

 

 

 

Outflow:  

3” to 4” PVC Converter  
($2.58) 

4-5” Hose Clamp  
($1.94 for one or $1.75 each in 6ct bag)  

¾” Hose Bib (male-threaded)  
($5.33)  



Overflow: 

 

 

 

1 ½ - 1 ¼” Hose Adapter 
($1.49) 

1 ¼” Overflow Hose, 6 feet long  
(“Universal Sump Drainkit”) 
24 feet of hose = 4 overflow hoses  
$10.48 / 4 = $2.67 

Lowe’s  
(or other home improvement store)  



AtlantaRainBarrels.com 

Outflow: 

 

 

Overflow:  

 

 

¾” Bulkhead Fitting 
($4.75) 

1 ½” Bulkhead Fitting 
($7.00)  

***M.V.P!  (Most Valuable Part) 



Supply Totals: 

• 9 parts to make a rain barrel  

• TOTAL COST of only $25.57!! 

  (+ shipping for bulkhead fittings) 

–Rain barrels often cost $100 to $300 in 
stores! 



Necessary Tools 

• Corded Drill  

• 3 bits 

• Screwdriver 

• Ruler  

• Tape 

• Plumbers Thread (optional)  



Drill Bits 

4” Hole Saw 
(Inflow) 

1 ½ ” Paddle Saw 
(Outflow) 

3” Hole Saw 
(Overflow) 



Drilling Holes in Your Barrel 

• Inflow (Top of barrel towards the back) 

• Overflow (Pick your side, 4” from top) 

• Outflow (2” from bottom, front) 



Paint Your Barrel 

• Prevents algae growth 

• Blend it in with 
landscaping/house or 
make it beautiful and 
fun! 



Demonstration: 
Assembling Your 

Rain Barrel 



Installing Your Rain Barrel 

1. Place your barrel beneath a downspout on a 
surface that is:  

-Level (seriously, get out a level) 

-Sturdy (55 gallons weighs 460 pounds!) 

-Raised (to build pressure in your hose)  

Cinder blocks work great! 

http://www.ne-design.net/make-a-rain-barrel-stand.html 



Installing Your Rain Barrel  

2. Attach barrel to downspout 

Trim downspout or purchase an adapter 

 

 

http://www.ccrwh.com/rainwater-accessories.html 



Installing Your Rain Barrel  

3. Direct overflow tube away from your house 

Maybe to a rain garden!  

 

 

http://runoffinfo.uwex.edu/assistance.html 
http://www.jensign.com/science/fluidmechanics/rainbarrel/index.html 



Tips for Using Your Barrel 

• Hook up garden or soaker hose to hose bib, or fill up 
watering cans 

• Clean barrels with a little bleach or vinegar and water  

• Mosquito donut if you get mosquitos  



Hosting Your Own Rain Barrel 
Building Workshop 

• Reach many residents at once  

• Educational opportunity 

• Potential fundraiser 



• Where can you get them?  

• What is the cost?  

• We recommend asking food companies/ 
distributors for barrels  

– Develop a relationship  

– Have a reliable source  

Locate Supplies 



Determine the Size of Your Workshop 

• We recommend 20 barrels 

– More than one person/ barrel will attend 

• Determine the price for participation  

– Grants subsidizing program?  

– Do you need to cover salary time?  

– Make a profit?  

 



Create Event Registration 

• Have people pay ahead of 
time.  

• Online registration is great! 

• Think about a policy for 
people who would like a 
barrel but cannot attend 
the workshop. 

 

http://www.perkiomenwatershed.org/rain-barrel-building-workshop/


Advertise Your Workshop 

• Press releases  

• Online postings  

• E-mails  

• Sell your event!  



Prep for the Workshop 

• Gather all supplies and 
extra tools 

• Clean barrels 

• Drill holes in the barrels 

• Bag parts for each person 

• Create handout with 
labeled photos of parts 

 



Event Day! 

• Have a place to build barrels with a lot of space; 
outside works well!  

• Prepare a check-in site separate from the  
barrel-building site  

 



Educate! 

• Use this opportunity to educate the community on 
proper stormwater management  

 



Tips for a Successful Workshop 
• Supply screwdrivers, rulers and masking tape  

• Scissors to cut window screening  

• Do not use glue of any kind.  

• Have a partner to help run the workshop! 



Tips for a Successful Workshop 

• Keep it short and to the point 
(no longer than 1.5 hours)  

• Show participants how to hook 
up their barrel to a downspout  

• Have an example on-site  

• Show them different options  



Questions? 


