
 

 

July 13, 2020 

 

Re: Vote No on HB 732 containing HB1100 provisions in Senate legislation 

 

Dear Pennsylvania Senate President John K. Fetterman, President Pro Tempore Joseph B. Scarnati III, 

Minority Leader Jay Costa, Minority Whip Anthony H. Williams, and Senators Vincent Hughes, Judith L. 

Schwank, Daylin Leach, Maria Collett, Robert M. Tomlinson, Andrew E. Dinniman, and Steven J. 

Santarsiero,  

 

We are writing to you as the leadership in the Senate and those in key positions of influence with knowledge 

and awareness of the potential environmental, economic, and public health impacts of HB1100, now 

apparently transformed into an amendment of HB732, poised to move to passage on the Senate floor and to 

move quickly to the House for a concurrence vote.   

 

Delaware Riverkeeper Network opposes the passage of any bill that contains the provisions of HB1100, 

which includes $667Million in tax credits to the petrochemical industry for 25 years of “subsidy”, including 

HB732.   

 

Governor Wolf rightly vetoed HB1100 and his veto for this unpopular bill has not been overridden by the 

Legislature.  Governor Wolf made a strong statement about not wanting to support many millions of 

taxpayer dollars into unknown projects for decades with a blanket approval, saying he would want to 

carefully examine projects one by one instead to assure fiscal stability.  The Governor also cited the COVID 

19 pandemic as being far too demanding at this unprecedented time of need for the Commonwealth.  

Neither of these situations has changed.  The crippling pandemic is still ongoing and the need for fiscal 

conservativism and scrutiny of any project that would receive tax credits remains.  In addition, the 

amendment to HB732 is said to still be for 25 years, locking Pennsylvania into outdated and unsustainable 

investment in the fracking industry.   

 

Delaware Riverkeeper Network opposes any support for the financially failing and destructive development 

of fracking in Pennsylvania.  The fracking industry, including processing and petrochemicals, have placed 

unjustifiable and unmitigatable burdens on the public and our environment with incalculable costs.  

Delaware Riverkeeper Network refers you to the PA Attorney Generals’ newly published Report of the 

Forty-Third Statewide Investigating Grand Jury for ample evidence of the harms this industry has wrought.  

 

It is time for Pennsylvania to support clean, safe, and publicly beneficial commerce.  The petrochemical and 

fracking industry that produces plastics that have become a global problem, urea fertilizers that pollute, and 
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other fracked gas processed products such as Liquefied Natural Gas is, literally, an industry whose time has 

passed with the end of the dirty fossil fuel era and the dawn of renewable energy that is truly clean and other 

green sustainable industries.   

 

The adverse environmental and health impacts of the cradle to grave fracking development process and the 

overwhelming damage being done to the climate by methane, the most powerful of greenhouse gases, are 

the outcome of this industrial development and a vote for HB732 is providing that harm with government 

and taxpayer support, which is unconscionable.  The head of the World Energy Investment, Dr Fatih Birol, 

recently stated that this is an opportune time for clean energy investments with COVID 19 recovery funds, 

“urging governments and global financial leaders to reposition their investments to help accelerate the 

transition away from fossil fuels”. (https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/07/02/world/asia/02reuters-lng-

japan-investment-risk.html)  

 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (“IPCC”) report says limiting warming to 1.5C will 

require reducing greenhouse gases by 45% from 2010 levels by 2030 and that there can be no carbon 

emissions from energy production by about 2050.  This requires ratcheting these emissions back now, not 

committing us to produce more.  Pennsylvania must step up to stop methane emissions by ending fracking 

and its infrastructure and development in order to do our part to reduce greenhouse emissions, a moral 

imperative. 

 

In closing, we respectfully request that HB732 or any other piece of legislation that contains the provisions 

of HB1100 - tax credits to the petrochemical and fracking-related industries - be voted down by the Senate. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

  
Maya K. van Rossum   Tracy Carluccio 

the Delaware Riverkeeper  Deputy Director 
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