
 

 

Delaware River Basin Commission 

Dear Commissioners,      

Three years have passed since you, as Commissioners, passed a resolution to ban fracking in the 

Delaware River Watershed and oversaw the issuance of draft natural gas regulations that would do just 

that. Unfortunately, the proposed regulations would also allow the import, disposal and discharge 

within the watershed of wastewater produced by fracking and allow water withdrawals to be used for 

fracking conducted elsewhere. The proposal to allow fracking wastewater imports and river water 

exports has been met with fierce public opposition, and for reasons grounded in science and concern 

with public health and the environment. Simply put, it makes no sense to ban fracking but allow its 

pollution and water depletion to occur, threatening a source of drinking water for millions of people. 

The signers of this letter, comprising the organizations of the DRBC Frack Ban action committee, and 

members of the public have spoken to you at every DRBC public meeting requesting that you amend the 

draft regulations to adopt a COMPLETE ban – a ban on fracking, on wastewater produced by fracking, 

and water withdrawals for fracking anywhere. Remarkably, over a hundred thousand people have joined 

this call for a complete ban, speaking through comments on the public record, petitions, and, before the 

pandemic, at in-person demonstrations. The outcry has been loud, but your lack of response, your 

silence, has been deafening. 

The science and the documentation of the harms of fracking are even better documented now than 

when you first voted to ban fracking three years ago. We have submitted to you a multitude of scientific 

reports and government studies, and documentation of the real-world harms of fracking, such as 

detailed in Pennsylvania’s 43rd Statewide Investigating Grand Jury Report #1 on the community impacts 

from the unconventional oil and gas industry. These submissions have covered the water and air 

pollution caused by fracking, the toxicity of fracking fluids, the pollution caused by fracking wastewater 

and its radioactive properties that last thousands of years, the health impacts on people in communities 

where fracking is occurring, including the horrifying emergence of rare childhood cancers in the 

Marcellus shale fields of southwestern Pennsylvania. The unmitigatable emissions of methane 

unleashed by the fracking process from cradle to grave are adding enormous greenhouse gas burdens to 

our atmosphere, worsening the climate crisis and its destructive effects on the water resources of the 

Delaware River Basin, and more. 

As you enter your fourth year of deliberations, we must inject a sense of urgency that demands action. 

The pressures of the fracking industry are never-ending and we, as a watershed community, want the 

debate to end with DRBC making the right decision, the decision you know is the right one for our 

watershed – to ban fracking and its activities COMPLETELY – and to do so without further delay. We call 

on you to exercise your authority NOW by voting to ban fracking, fracking wastewater and water 

withdrawals for fracking today.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Catskill Mountainkeeper, Wes Gillingham 

Clean Water Action, Eric Benson  

Damascus Citizens for Sustainability, Barbara Arrindell  

Delaware Riverkeeper Network, Maya van Rossum and Tracy Carluccio  

Delaware Sierra Club, Coralie Pryde   



 

 

Environment New Jersey, Doug O'Malley  

Food & Water Action, Eric Weltman 

Natural Resources Defense Council, Mark Izeman 

New Jersey Sierra Club, Jeff Tittel 


