
TALKING POINTS – CANCER ALERT IN FRACKED PENNSYLVANIA 

COMMUNITIES AND THE ACTIONS IT HAS SPURRED 

 

On June 17th, more than 100 organizations and nearly 900 individuals submitted a 

letter Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf in response to reports that at least 67 

diagnoses of rare cancers in children in just 4 rural counties where fracking began in the 

state. Unfortunately, the state has not offered the help needed by those who are caught 

in the terror of cancer in fracked communities in Pennsylvania. 

 

This spring the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette has been reporting the spike in cancers. A 

number of public health and environmental advocacy groups collaborated on the sign-

on letter to Wolf and Department of Health Secretary Rachel Levine. The letter opened: 

We, the undersigned concerned citizens and organization leaders, are writing to 

call on you to direct your Department of Health to immediately begin an 

investigation into cancers diagnosed in all counties where shale gas drilling, 

fracking and infrastructure buildout has occurred following the recent Pittsburgh 

Post Gazette series “Human Toll: Risk and exposure in gas lands”. This is a 

public health crisis that requires immediate and significant action. We further call 

on you to suspend permitting of gas drilling activities until it has been 

demonstrated that shale gas activity was not the cause.   

 

After the electronic delivery on June 17th, a coalition of groups led by the Better Path 

Coaltion delivered it in person on June 19 when Dr. Sandra Steingraber and other 

participants in a Capitol briefing on new research on health and climate impacts of shale 

gas development presented a copy of the sixth edition of the Compendium that was 

released that day. See the Compendium here: https://bit.ly/2MTDs5k. 

 

The Post Gazette also editorialized saying:  

More than 100 organizations and 800 people asked Gov. Tom Wolf to order an 

investigation into the possible health effects of natural gas production. 

He stopped short of giving them what they wanted but did what his administration 

described as the most he could do: He directed the health department to seek 

out others who could perform the study. 

Mr. Wolf and health Secretary Rachel Levine should be given time to beat the 

bushes, but those advocating for the study should keep the pressure on. Mr. Wolf 

and Dr. Levine are responsible for public health in Pennsylvania, and they cannot 

punt, pass the buck or leave concerned Pennsylvanians hanging. 

The people who live in fracking country feel a sense of urgency, and 

Pennsylvania’s top officials must feel it, too. 

For more info and current actions go to:  https://www.betterpathcoalition.org/  

https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/sites/default/files/letter_to_governor_wolf_on_cancer_investigation.pdf
https://newsinteractive.post-gazette.com/blog/childhood-cancer-pittsburgh-pennsylvania-canon-mcmillan-pollution/
https://bit.ly/2MTDs5k
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2019/06/26/Meanwhile-parents-fret-Wolf-Levine-must-move-quickly-on-fracking-study/stories/201906220022?fbclid=IwAR1U69uOkq8h4OLOLO8t37Z_fimbkcPiAgtseJLS9wUbcH8oZJNiMNYy8m8
https://www.betterpathcoalition.org/


 


