
We ♥ Delaware’s Coastal Zone! 

Delaware's Coastal Zone, which extends two-miles inland and 150-miles long, 
is protected by the Coastal Zone Act.  The Coastal Zone Act describes how 

"the coastal areas of Delaware are the most critical areas for the future of the 
State in terms of the quality of life in the State." 

Oil Refinery or Wild Land?  The Coastal Zone Act was signed into Delaware 
Law by Governor Russell Peterson in 1971 as a response to plans by Shell Oil 
Company to build a refinery near Taylor's Bridge and present-day Blackbird 
Creek Reserve.   

Powerful Environmental Protection:  The Coastal Zone Act is arguably one of 
the most important environmental laws in the State of Delaware.  It restricts 
industrial development and requires environmental improvement as a pre-
requisite for permitting, preserving enormous tracts of wetlands and shoreline as 
habitat.  

Model for National Conservation Policy:  The United States Congress 
recognized the value and impact of Delaware's Coastal Zone Act, and passed 

the federal Coastal Zone Management Act the following year in 1972. 

Communities Stand Up to Big Oil:  "Delaware's Coastal Zone Act was 
the first time in the world any community has won such a battle with 

international oil companies."  - Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands in 
1971, speaking as Chairman of the World Wildlife Fund. 

Future of the Coastal Zone?  Despite the specific restraints on 
new heavy industrial development in the Coastal Zone, the CZ 

is facing a series of new threats—including sea level rise and 
rapid new development in recent years.  Without Governor 

Peterson to fight to the Act the duty is on all of us to take 
up his call to be “rebels with a conscious” to protect it. 

Join the 43rd anniversary 
celebration of the Coastal Zone 

Act on the weekend of June 27-29! 

Visit the official CZA event page:  

http://delaware.sierraclub.org/

content/cza-celebration 

UD Students for the Environment 



Celebrate the Coastal Zone Act with great CZA-themed events all weekend! 

 

Free film screening: An Evolving Legacy: Delaware's Coastal Zone Act 

When: Friday, June 27th at approximately 2:15pm (directly following the press conference) 

Where: DuPont Environmental Education Center at Peterson Wildlife Refuge, 4th Floor Meeting 

room (1400 Delmarva Ln. Wilmington). 

Description: Hang out after the press event for a free screening of this great film all about  

Governor Peterson & the CZA.  Filmmaker Michael Oates will be on-hand to answer questions! 

 

Birding in the Coastal Zone at St. Jones Reserve 

When: Meet at the St. Jones parking lot at 8:55am for a 9am start 

Where: St. Jones Reserve, 818 Kitts Hummock Rd. Dover, DE 19901 

Description:  It is well know that Governor Peterson was an avid birder (and President of the  

National Audubon Society), and his love of birds is what triggered his recognition that we need to 

protect our valuable coastal areas.  Join us for a relaxed hike through the Reserve to enjoy some of 

the beautiful birds (and other wildlife) that call Delaware’s Coastal Zone home. 

Hosted by: Delaware Sierra Club 

 

Kayak the Coastal Zone 

When: Saturday, June 28th starting at 10am 

Where: Cape Henlopen State Park. 

Description:  Trained instructors lead you on a guided tour in sit-on-top kayaks as you learn about 

the lower Delaware Bay. Trips are for beginner paddlers, but can be strenuous depending on  

weather conditions. All equipment is provided (bring drinking water & sunscreen). 

Hosted by: Cape Henlopen State Park.Call 302-645-8983 to make reservations & for info about 

trip fees 

 

Canoeing the Riverfront: 

When: Saturday, June 28th, 1:00-4:00pm 

Where: Meet at the Russell Peterson Urban Wildlife Refuge (1400 Delmarva Ln. Wilmington, DE) 

Description: Learn how to canoe while taking in the beautiful Riverfront view. Become an expert 

on how to prepare for a paddle, travel down the river, & other basic techniques as you canoe on the  

Christiana River. Watch for herons, ducks, beavers, & other animals that benefit from the CZA! 

Hosted by: Delaware Nature Society 

Prices: Member $15 / Non-Member $20 

 

Free film screening: An Evolving Legacy: Delaware's Coastal Zone Act 

When: Sunday, June 29th at 2pm 

Where: Newark Natural Foods Co-op, The Meadow (side meeting room)280 E Main St, Newark, DE  

Hosted by: Delaware Sierra Club & Newark Natural Foods 

 

Free film screening: An Evolving Legacy: Delaware's Coastal Zone Act 

When: Monday, June 30th at 6:30pm 

Where: Camden Friends Meeting, 122 E Camden-Wyoming Ave, Camden DE (at the Social Hall) 

Hosted by: Delaware Sierra Club & Camden Friends  


