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Pennsylvania’s Delaware River Watershed Legislators  
Call for Expansion of Public Comment  

on Delaware River Basin Commission Draft Natural Gas Rules 
 

Delaware River Watershed – Six Pennsylvania elected representatives from the Delaware 

River delegation have submitted letters to the Delaware River Basin Commission (DRBC) over 

the past week requesting the agency extend the public comment period for the Draft Natural 

Gas Development Regulations it has issued so more of their constituents can give input.  The 

Public Comment period is due to close on March 16, just a month away.   

 

Public interest in the critical rulemaking that will govern gas development activities in the Basin 

has been remarkably high yet the 90 day public comment period does not allow enough time 

for full participation.  This important set of regulations will impact all corners of the Basin due to 

the far reaching water quality and quantity effects of natural gas development on water 

supplies, arguing for a comment period that’s long enough and enough public hearings to truly 

reflect broad input. 

 

Leaders who have submitted letters to the DRBC include Rep. Mark B. Cohen (202nd 

Legislative District), Rep. Lawrence Curry (154th Legislative District), Rep. Robert L. Freeman 

(136th Legislative District), Rep. Babette Josephs (182nd Legislative District), Rep. Tony Payton 

Jr. (179th Legislative District), and Rep Greg Vitali (166th Legislative District).   

 



 Legislators commented on why they sent letters calling for more time and opportunity for 

public input.   

 

“Philadelphia City Council’s Marcellus Shale Report and Resolution No.100515 of 2010 raised 

serious issues that demand a deliberate and careful response by regulators as well as more 

time for the public to fully assess the risks and benefit of drilling”, said Rep. Mark B. Cohen.    

 

Rep. Greg Vitali stated, “The 90 day comment period is simply not long enough for large 

numbers of people, other agencies, and elected officials to meaningfully participate, especially 

considering the strong public concern about the impacts of natural gas development on 

drinking water and the Special Protection Waters of the Delaware River Basin and the 

complexity of the issues involved.” 

  

“I support broad and active participation by the public in regulatory decision-making; I believe 

there is no good decision made in our democracy that does not encourage robust public 

participation. With the safe drinking water of 15 million people at stake, it is critical this process 

is given an in depth review and analysis to make sure the water supply is protected.” said Rep 

Babette Josephs. 

  

Copies of the letters submitted are attached. 

 

The Delaware River Basin Commission is accepting comments on its Draft Natural Gas 

Development Regulations through March 16, 2011.  The DRBC’s draft rules are available at 

http://www.state.nj.us/drbc/notice_naturalgas-draftregs.htm  Comment can be submitted now 

electronically at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHome.cfm?projectId=33467  Public 

Hearings will be held Feb. 22 – Honesdale High School Auditorium,459 Terrace Street, 

Honesdale, Pa., Feb. 22 – Liberty High School Auditorium, 125 Buckley Street, Liberty, N.Y. 

and Feb. 24 – Patriots Theater, War Memorial, 1 Memorial Drive, Trenton, N.J. All are 1:30 

p.m. to 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
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